
Eight and half years ago I 
joined Butler County 
Emergency Management 
as a burnt out college kid 
looking for a job. One 
year ago I was promoted 
from a clerk to my current 
position. Sure, a title or a 
badge is nice, but that is 
certainly not what makes 

the job, at least for me. 

I have a lot to be thankful 
for with my employment in 
Emergency Management. 
Although my heart’s roots 
tie to agriculture, I have 
developed a new joy, pas-
sion, and love for working 
with emergency services 
personnel and the com-

munity.  

I am thankful for all of you 
whom I have worked, con-
tinue to work with and 
those whom have offered 
their help along the way. 

Each and everyone of 
you are what truly makes 
this job enjoyable. The 
friendships built, the 
bridges constructed, the 
doors that have opened 
are what keeps this from 
just being “an office job.” 
For that, I say THANK 

YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gift of Thanks is 
worth its weight in gold. 
However, have you also 
thought about the gift of 
Preparedness for your 
family members. Prepar-
edness gifts keep on giv-
ing. If you are looking for 

a gift from the heart, consider 
one of the following this holi-

day season: 

♦ Smoke detector (s)  

♦ Household fire extin-

guisher 

♦ Foldable ladder for 
evacuation from a second 

story 

♦ Heavy duty flashlight  

♦ First aid kit 

♦ Battery powered radio 

♦ NOAA Weather Alert Ra-

dio 

♦ 72-Hour kit 

♦ Camp stove 

♦ Winter car kit 

♦ Year-long policy for flood 

insurance 

Don’t forget the batteries!! For 
other preparedness gift ideas, 

contact our office. 

Thanking and Giving this Holiday 

Season 
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Butler County CERT completes class 

 October 2009, gradu-
ated yet another suc-
cessful CERT class. 
Joyce Rodda, Elmer 
Rohr, Margaret Lucas, 
Syndee Scribner, 

Melissa Scribner, Dan 
Ahrens, David Unruh, 
Terry Jordan, and Keri 
Korthals took time to 
attend the 20 hour 
free training. Class 

completed with a full 
scale exercise on Oct. 
17. These participants 
had the unique oppor-
tunity to work hand in 

hand  (continued pg. 3) 
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The Butler County LEPC met Octo-
ber 22nd for its quarterly meeting. 
Carol Borger and Mindy Anduss led 
a discussion on current H1N1 op-
erations and situation for Butler 
County. Janet Frye reported for SBA 
Memorial Hospital on their H1N1 

situation. 

Changes to ESF#10, HazMat Plan, 
were approved by the committee. 
The LEPC applied for and received 
an HMEP Grant to provide Hazard-

ous Materials Operations 
Training. The first two 
classes will be held in De-
cember. The Shelter-In-
Place brochure was final-
ized and will be sent to the 

publisher. 

In New Business, Pam Dunham, 
Bu.Co. Mapping, was nominated for 
the 2010 Chairman and Chief Bob 
Sage, Rose Hill PD volunteered for 
2010 Vice Chairman. Due to lack of 

attendance—an e-mail vote 
was cast and they were 
elected to those positions re-

spectively. 

The members present gave 
reports on their departments. 
Dates and locations were set 

for the 2010 meetings. 

 

or until the new radio system is paid 
off. For example, if the system is 
paid for in 7 years, the sales tax will 

stop at that point. 

 Every city, 9-1-1 Center, 
and emergency services agencies 
will benefit from the 800 MHz radio 
system. This new system is ex-

 On November 24, 2009, 
over 70 percent of those who re-
turned ballots supported the quarter 
cent sales tax. 10,280 ballots of the 
14,596 returned favored the sales 
tax over increasing property tax. 
With that said, the sales tax will start 
in April of 2010 and run for 10 year 

pected to become operational by 
Fall 2011. Planning and tower site 
preparation will begin immediately. 
The Detention Center will be the first 
department to use the new radios 
and frequencies in December to 
correct a serious communications 

problem in that facility.  

Page 2 

Homeland Security Conference 

New 800 Mhz Radio System to Arrive 
(Jim Neese & Charlene Miller) 

tory, various information reflected 
upon communication. One presenta-
tion that truly stuck out in my mind 

and put reality into per-
spective was by John 
Hansen, retired Okla-
homa City Assistant 
Fire Chief. Mr. Hansen 
worked the Oklahoma 

City Bombing and the massive tor-
nado that tore through Oklahoma 

City. 

     One point that Mr. Hansen  reit-
erated is the ability to think with your 
Head vs. your Heart. It is easier said 
than done when working disasters. 
Are you prepared or able to sepa-

rate yourself (continued pg. 4) 

Recently, our office had the opportu-
nity to attend the 1st Biennial Kan-
sas Homeland Security Summit in 
Wichita, KS. While 
there was a wealth of 
good information and 
presentations regard-
ing terrorism, emerging 
threats, and past his-
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Ask yourself: 

How easy, be honest, during a 

time of crisis is it to think with 

your Head and not your Heart? 

 

Local Emergency Planning Committee 



The Coordinator 

with Butler County EMS & Disaster 
Medical Support 
Unit (DMSU), El 
Dorado Fire/
HazMat, Sedgwick 
County DMSU, 
and Life Team     
helicopter. This 
opportunity pro-
vided a learning 
opportunity for who all whom partici-

pated. 

7. Fantasies of a col-
orless December 

25th 

8. A dozen 24-hour 

Yule periods 

9. Homo Sapien of 

crystallized vapor 

10. Perambulating 
through a Decem-

1. Quadruped with crimson pro-

boscis 

2. 5 pm to 6am without noise 

3. Miniscule hamlet in the far east 

4. Adorn the vestibule 

5. Exuberance directed to the 

planet 

6. Yonder in the Haystack 

ber solstice fantasy 

 

For the answers to these 
Christmas carols, turn to 

the back page! 
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Some Holiday Humor (www.humormatters.com) 

CERT continued 

Test your Christmas Carol IQ 

quired to pull it, 
214,206 plus Ru-

dolph 

∗ Average wage of a 
mall Santa $11/ hr—
with a real beard—

$20/hr 

∗ To deliver his gifts 
in one night, Santa 

would have to make 822.6 

visits/second, sleighing at 

3,000 times the speed of sound 

∗ At that speed, Santa and his 
reindeer would burst into 

flames instantaneously 

∗ I think Santa Claus is a woman-
Christmas is a big, organized 
warm, fuzzy, nurturing social 
deal. I have a tough time believ-

ing a guy could pull it all off! 

∗ December is the 
most popular 
month for nose 

jobs 

∗ Weight of Santa’s 
sleigh loaded with 
one Beanie Baby 
for every kid on 
earth—333,333 
tons. Number of reindeer re-

 

SIGN OF CHRISTMAS: 

As seen in a Stationery store: 

“For the man who has 

everything...a calendar to 

remind him when payments are 

due.” 
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above questions are simple an-
swers and will not cause any un-
due stress or adverse reactions, 
then one should step back and 
think about “Head vs. Heart.” It is 
easy to say one thing will happen, 
but when the fecal matter hits the 
propeller, thinking from the Heart 
becomes reality and reality be-

comes real. 

     Disasters, no matter how big or 
small can be stressful. Decisions 
must be made immediately. Mak-
ing the smart decision may not 

always be the easiest thing to do. 

from a scene at the end of your 
shift even though you’re in the 
middle of a rescue? Have you con-
sidered how the nighttime and 
weather conditions will affect the 
emergency responders? If you’re 
a cop, can you do your job of pro-
viding security when there’s peo-
ple screaming for help? How will 
children injuries/fatalities affect 
your employees? Can your re-
sponders walk away from a live 
person trapped or burning when 
another danger threatens  the 
rescuers safety? If you think the 

Christmas Carols 

Merry Christmas 

And 

Happy New Year!!! 

1. Rudolph, the Red-Nose Rein-

deer 

2. Silent Night 

3. O Little Town of Bethlehem 

4. Deck the Halls 

5. Joy to the World 

6. Away in a Manager 

7. I’m Dreaming of a White 

Christmas 

8. The Twelve Days of Christmas 

9. Frosty the Snowman 

10. Walking through a winter  

wonderland 

...Homeland Security Continued 


