
search group. Last year, 

during deployment, they 

had a fairly calm period. 

When Vortex 1 first de-

ployed, 

season 1 

was also 

quiet, how-

ever, sea-

son 2 was 

very active! 

So does 

Season 2 

hold an 

active 

weather 

pattern for Vortex 2? 

     One thing is for sure. 

Spring arrived on March 

20th-with snow! Time will 

only tell what the 2010 se-

vere weather season holds 

in store. One other tidbit 

we can put our money on, 

we are sure to see a mix of 

weather—a broad defini-

tion, just like what the Mer-

riam-Webster online dic-

tionary defined! No matter 

what Mother Nature sends 

our way, we will be pre-

pared and keep you 

posted! 

Weather (noun)—as de-

fined by the Merriam—

Webster online dictionary 

is: the state of the atmos-

phere with respect to heat 

or cold, wetness or dry-

ness, calm or storm, clear-

ness or cloudiness AND 

disagreeable atmospheric 

conditions. That definition 

sums up the weather we 

have encountered over the 

last three months. We tran-

sitioned from one weather 

extreme, snow, to the next, 

thunderstorms rather 

quickly! 

     In fact, we have had 

some new weather records 

set. According to the Na-

tional Weather Service in 

Wichita, 2007—2009 was 

the wettest 3 year period 

on record for Wichita. 

Speaking of 2009—Butler 

County holds the State re-

cord for number of tornado 

touch downs in one county 

during 2009! Other records 

include: at least 8 days in a 

row occurred with dense 

fog, a new 3 month record 

was set for not reaching 60 

degrees—the longest 

stretch since record keep-

ing began in 1888. The 

Northern half of our county 

saw more 

snow then 

the south-

ern half 

this win-

ter. Also a 

note of 

interest, 

there were 

no torna-

does in 

February 

this year! 

     2010 could prove to be 

yet another unusual 

weather season. Some ex-

perts predict the spring 

and summer months will 

have active spells. Others, 

predict that flooding will 

be the primary concern 

due to the unusually wet 

winter. According to the 

2010 Farmers Almanac, 

wetter than normal condi-

tions and the threat of an 

unusually active tornado 

season exist. How about 

Vortex 2, the tornado re-

Severe Weather Awareness Week 
This year March 8th—

12th marked the annual 

SWAW. A number of 

public safety campaigns 

were held to educate 

and remind individuals 

on the hazards associ-

ated with tornadoes, 

hail/high wind, flooding 

and lightning. Butler 

County’s annual public 

severe weather presen-

tation, presented by 

Chance Hayes drew a 

record 177 people! That 

combined with the pres-

entations presented by 

Jim Schmidt and Char-

lene Miller, brings a to-

tal of 388 trained! We 

are very grateful to the 

communities and emer-

gency services agencies 

who host the training 

events to help prepare 

them and their families. 

Fun and Unusual Weather Facts— 
Where we’ve been & where we are headed 

Do you Facebook?Do you Facebook?Do you Facebook?Do you Facebook?    

 

You can find us on 

Facebook! 

Just search: 

Butler County, KS 
Emergency            

Management 

And become a fan! 
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“The trouble with 

weather forecasting 

is that it’s right too 

often for us to ignore 

it and wrong too 

often for us to rely 

upon it.”  

Patrick Young 



March 23rd brought to-

gether Butler County re-

sponders from 9-1-1, Emer-

gency Management, EMS, 

and the Sheriff’s Depart-

ment for a tabletop exer-

cise. The primary focus 

included the incident com-

mand system and terror-

ism; ultimately bringing 

everyone together to oper-

ate under a unified com-

mand structure. 

Communications and a re-

view of the current policies 

and procedures in place 

were identified as areas for 

improvement and review.  

Additionally, the impor-

tance of receiving po-

tential terrorism alerts 

and the method in 

which they are re-

ceived and shared by 

response agencies 

were discussed. 

Those in attendance 

reiterated the quality 

working relationships 

that Butler County al-

ready has in place 

among the emergency 

responders and differ-

ent agencies. 

and Chief Jim Shaver pro-

vided information on a new 

proposed Radio Identifica-

tion system. 

Additionally, election of 

officers for the 2010 Fire 

Chiefs Association was 

held. The officers will re-

main the same as 2009 and 

they are: Chairman Ray 

Marbut, Augusta Dept of 

Safety, Vice Chairman Jim 

Douglass Fire hosted the 

January meeting of the But-

ler County Fire Chiefs As-

sociation. A number of top-

ics were discussed, includ-

ing: Open burning, EMS/

Fire Interlocal Agreement, 

paging system issues, road 

closures, and hose repair 

machine and equipment. In 

addition, Jim Neese pro-

vided a update on the 

Communications System 

Shaver, Andover Fire/

Rescue, and Secretary 

Kathy Guy. 

The next Fire Chiefs meet-

ing will be held April 22nd 

in Benton. The meeting 

minutes can be found on 

Emergency Management’s 

website: 

www.butlercoema.org 
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Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Who’s In Charge TTX 

Fire Chief’s Association 

HMEP grant and  2 addi-

tional classes will be 

scheduled. In new busi-

ness, the 2010 membership 

roster was accepted. Keri 

Korthals reported the LEPC 

is now on the website and 

information can be found at 

www.butlercoema.org. Jim 

Schmidt discussed two re-

cent Hazardous Materials 

event, one involving Anhy-

drous Ammonia at White-

water and a Crude Oil spill 

on the west edge of Au-

gusta. 

The new Shelter-In-Place 

brochures are done and 

have been sent out to 

schools, libraries, cities, 

and special population fa-

cilities. 

The LEPC met on January 

21st. A report was pro-

vided on the October 2009 

class along with an over-

view of the Mass Casualty 

exercise held in conjunc-

tion the class.  The next 

CERT class will be held in 

April. Two HazMat Ops 

class had been held with 

funds received through an 

The Coordinator 

“Emergency 

Management—it’s an 

insurance policy 

against disaster.” 

 

Kevin Wisnewski 

“Emergency 

Management—We 

are paranoid so you 

don’t have to be.” 

 

Kevin Wisnewski 



2009 is over and what a 

success it was for our CERT 

program! 4,079 volunteer 

hours were recorded. 

Kevin Worrell was recog-

nized as the 2009 Volunteer 

of the Year for 222 hrs of 

documented  time volun-

teered! Great job Kevin!  

In 2010, Butler County 

CERT continues to dive in 

and be active. On the fore-

front is the upcoming April 

CERT class. This will be 

held in Augusta on the eve-

nings of April 6th, 8th, 13th, 

and 15th, and all day on the 

17th. If you are interested 

in signing up, please visit 

our website: 

www.butlercoema.org 

CERT continues to be ac-

tive in the community and 

participating in continuing 

education classes. 

So far this year, Butler 

County CERT has   volun-

teered 493.5 hours!! They 

have  provided 67.5 hours 

of assistance to law en-

forcement, 143.5 hours 

participating in meetings, 

87.75 hours helping with 

public service events (such 

as the H1N1 clinic), and 

194.75 hours have been 

spent in training. 

CERT also anxiously 

awaits their chance to 

assist with Symphony on 

the Flint Hills coming up 

in June. They have been 

tasked with handling the 

parking of over 2,700 

vehicles! This will defi-

nitely set a record for the  

number of vehicles they 

have parked! However, 

knowing the dedication 

and past adventures, this 

endeavor will be just as 

successful! We are proud of 

you Butler County CERT! 

the residents to se-

vere weather and al-

low them ample warn-

ing time to seek safety 

in their community 

storm shelter. The 

presentation of these 

radios followed a half-

Thanks to a grant, 36 

residences in the 

small rural community 

of Beaumont received 

Midland WR-100 

weather alert radios 

These weather alert 

radios will help alert 

hour presen-

tation on se-

vere weather 

prepared-

ness by Jim 

Schmidt,   

Director of 

BCEM! 

National Severe Weather Workshop 

CERT 

Beaumont receives Weather Alert Radios  

the most educational and 

provided the most knowl-

edgeable information of 

the ones I have attended. 

Our office had the opportu-

nity to listen to best prac-

tices from Lucas McDonald, 

Emergency Manager for 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. He 

along with Kevin 

Wisniewski of State Farm 

Insurance  provided les-

sons learned from past 

events. This coupled with 

lessons learned from 2009 

disasters provided a wealth 

of valuable learning infor-

mation. Social media 

served as another hot topic 

during the conference. 

With today’s tech savvy 

society, everyone was en-

couraged to be creative 

and find additional ways to 

communicate with the   

public. 

Each year in Norman Okla-

homa a National Severe 

Weather Workshop is held 

to help better prepare 

Emergency Managers, 

Weather Service employ-

ees, media weather fore-

casters, and storm chasers 

for the upcoming season. 

2010 focused on 

“Remembering our Past to 

Build a Safer Future.” I  

believe this year has been 

Vol 1 Issue 49 Page 3 

Kevin Worrell 

2009 Volunteer of the Year 

Undersheriff Kelly Herzet,                

Mr. Borger, Sheriff Craig     

Murphy, and Mrs. Murphy 

Commissioner Woydziak 



Happy         

Birthday to all 

of  those           

celebrating   

upcoming 

birthdays!!!! 

2100 N. Ohio, Suite B 

Augusta, KS 67010 

(316) 733-9796—office 

(316) 733-0119—fax 

Butler County 

Emergency 

Management 

tendance. 

With that said-how long would have 

you stood up? Think about it: If a major 

disaster impacted your city or your 

residence, these 3 questions are very 

relevant. Why the cash? Credit card 

machines require power! 

So are you truly prepared for a big 

event that could impact you for a pe-

riod of time? Do you have family plans 

in place? Can you answer questions 1, 

2 and 3 successfully? Do you have a 

family disaster supply kit? Have you 

prepared a disaster supply kit for your 

pet? Do you have a generator and 

enough fuel to operate it? Topics to 

think about as we roll into the spring 

weather season! 

While attending the National Severe 

Weather Workshop in Norman, we had 

the pleasure of listening to Patrick Spo-

den, the science operation officer with Pa-

ducah, KY NWS. He spoke of the 2009 

Ohio Valley Ice Storm. At the start of his 

presentation, he had everyone stand and 

asked the audience three questions. Q1—

Do you have 1 gallon of water/person in 

your house for 3 days—without having to 

rely on electricity to get it? If not, then you 

had to sit down. Q2—Do you have $300 in 

cash—in $20 bills or smaller. If not, then 

you had to sit down. At this point, approxi-

mately 2/3 of those in attendance were 

seated. Q3-Are you prepared to have NO 

communication via landline or cellular 

phone for at least 3 days—if not we had to 

sit down. Less than a dozen people re-

mained standing out of the over 300 in at-

Are You Really 
Prepared?? 

www.butlercoema.org 

 

Don’t forget to join us on Facebook! Adam Crowe, Johnson Co. EM Asst Director for     

Community Preparedness stated: 

“Social Media is a fundamental shift in the way we communicate” 


